From: HJR153

Sent: Monday, October 11, 2004 3:49 PM
To: HJR153
Subject: HJR153 - Paul Tubach, Jr.

Name: Paul Tubach, Jr.
Street: 7635 Newran Road
Cty, State, Zip: WIlianmsburg, VA 23188
Phone Nunber: 757.564-3573
Emai | : 2bach@rsn. com
Uility Type: al
Conpany Name: Domini on Power and all conmunication providers
Comments: | strongly support the underground placenment of utilities along roadway
corridors. Many convincing justifications can be made on aesthetic reasons al one.
Virginia is one of the nost beautiful states in the country, but power poles have becone a
ubi qui tous blight on our scenic |andscape. |If utilities were placed underground, there
woul d be nore opportunities for |andscaped rights-of-way, recreational trails, and the
restoration of picturesque tree canopies. But by far, the single best justification is
economc. |If the lost to Virginia' s econony were cal cul ated based upon natural disasters
al one, nany coul d support this proposal. |Ilce storns, hurricanes, and rogue tornadoes have
left millions of residences and busi nesses w thout power just since 1999. Add to this the
amount of work that could have been perforned on-line fromhone rather than depend on a
physical location is substantial. Furthernore, working from home through reliable
conmuni cation lines is anoth er way to protect the environnent, reduce pollution, and
mnimze traffic congestion that requires the ever wi dening of roads. Wat about the | oss
of life fromnotorists striking fixed objects like utility poles? How rmuch grief is there
that could be avoided, or the cost of Police, Fire, and EMS/ Rescue workers responding to
an incident that is paid by each locality when a notorist hits a pole? Mst recently, |
have observed the denudi ng of good vegetation through aerial sprays in an effort to
control growth and reduce routine nowi ng nai ntenance. Qur comunity |ooked as if the
mlitary sprayed napalm This environnmental tragedy on our native plants, wldflowers,
wet | ands, streams, and wildlife habitat does not need to continue if utilities are placed
underground. My personal interest is to pronote roadside trails. The prospect of
locating trails and utilities within the same narrow right-of-way will reduce the overal
cleared ROV w dth and save additional tree buffer

In Virginia, this makes good sense. In nmy conmunity, it has been | ong overdue. As we
| ook to the future funding and devel opment of the Virginia Capital Trail, our opportunity
to either enhance or hinder the visual beauty of this premier regional trail will be seen
for many generations to cone.



